
BY-LAWS OF

ST. MARK'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
ASHLAND, NEW HAMPSHIRE

ADOPTED APRIL 25. I999

A RTICLE I: l\tEll{BllRSElP

A. Any baptized person may become a member ofSt. Mark's Church. (As defined by
Canon No. l7 ofthe Constitution and Canons of the Protestant Eprscopal Church ofthe
United States of Amcnca)

B. A Voting Member of St.Mark's Church must have received Communion al this

Church at least (hree tirnes during the preceding year, be at least sixteen years of age, and

during the previous year been faithful in corporate rvorship, unless lor good cause
prevented, and been farthful in rvorking, praying, and giving for the spread of the
Kingdom ofGod.

ARTICLE Il: l\lEETn-GS OF ST. l\tARK'S CHURCH

A. The annual meeting ofthe St. Mark's Church shall be held in January, said date to be

determined by the Bishop's Commitlee. The meeting shallbe chaired by the Vicar, or in
his,her absence, by the Senior or Junior Warden.

B. Notice, and agenda, for all meetings ofthe St. Mark's Church shall be posted and

given by the Clerk to all members of the Church, in rwiting, at least two weeks prior to
such rneeting.

C. A special meeting ofthe St. Mark's Church shall be called by the Clerk upon the
*ritten request of the Vicar, or three members of the Bishop's Commrttee. No business

shall be transacted at said special meeting other than that stated in the notice (except by a

votc oftwo-thirds oflhe voting members present).

D. At any Church meeting, l5 voling members shall constilute a quorurn for the
transaction ofbusiness. Issues voted on at a Mission mecting rvrll require a simple
majority for passage.

E. If less than a quorum is present, the Vicar, or in the Vicar's absence, the Senior or
.lunior Warden, may adjourn the meeting to a later date.



ARTICLE III: THE BlSllOP'S COMII{ITTEE

A. The Bishop's Committee shall consist of seven elected lay members rvhich shall be

the Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Clerk, Treasurer' and three other members of the

congregation. No members of the Bishop's Commitlee that are related by blood' or

marriage, shall serve on the Bishop's Committee al lhe same time

B. The Senior Warden shall be elected for a term ofthree years, but lor no more that two

lerms in succession.

C. The Junior Warden shall be elected for a term of three years, but for no more than two

terrns tn successton.

D. The Clerk shall be elected for a term of two years, and may succeed him/herself rn

oflice.

E. The Treasurer shall be elected lor a term oftwo years, and may succeed him'trerself

in office.

F. Members at large shall be elected for a term of three years, but for no more than two

terms in succession.

G. All ofthe above, including Members elected at large, shall have duties similar to

those outlined and discharged by Vestry persons in parishes as determined by the

Constitution and Canons ofthe Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese ofNov
Hampshire. Terms ofoffice shall be such that not more that three members conclude

their terms in a given year. Elections shall take place at the Annual Meeting ofst. Mark's

Church.

H. Vacancies in membership ofthe Bishop's Comminee rvhich occur between annual

meetings shall be filled by the Bishop's Commiftee, with the approval ofthe Bishop,

untrl thi next annual meeting. Such period ofservice shall not be considered as part o[
the hvo term limitation.

l. There shall be regular monthly meetings ofthe Bishop's Committee, except that a

meeting falltng during the Vicar's vacation may be omitled. A quorum shall consisr of a

simple majoriry of the members of the Bishop's Committee A schedule of Bishop's

Commiftee meetings shall be posted on the Church bulletin board. Any member ofthe

Congregation may attend the meetings of the Bishop's Committee and will, with

pennission of the Chair, be granted voice but no vote.



ARTICLE lV: NOlt{INATING COMIIIITTEE

A. The Nominating Committee shall consist of thc Vicar as Chair' plus lu'o voting

members of the congregation. The trvo lay members of the Committee shall be elected at

the Annual Meeting of St. Mark's Church and shall serve until the next annual meetinS.

The Nominating Committee shall meet no later than October 3lst to bcgin the

nominating process. Nominations for open seats on thc Bishop's Committee shall be

posted no later than two rveeks prior to the annual meeting date, and shall be lncluded in

a mailing to members within the same time period.

B. The Nominating Committce shall also PUt forth nominations for Delegates and

Allemates lo the Diocesan Convention. The same delegates shall also represent St

Mark's Church at meetings of the Lakes Region Convocation

C. Norninations from the floor shall be accepted al the annual meeting and be voted

uoon in accordance with Robert's Rules ofOrder, Revised.

ARTTCLE V: COI\Il\l|SS|ONS

A. The Bishop's Committee may appoint members to various Commissions decmed

necessary.

B. Each Commission shall have three members. Trvo members selected from the

Congregation at large and one membcr ofthe Blshop's Committee' who shall serve as

Convener.

ARTtCI-E Vl: ANIENDI\!ENTS

A. These By-lass may be amended at the Annual Meetingof St Mark's Church,

or at a Special Meeting of St. Mark's Church, by two-thirds vote of thos€

qualilied members present and voting. In all instances these By-larvs shall

conform to the Conslitution and Canons ofthe Protestant Episcopal Church ofthe
United States of America and the Diocese of Nerv Hampshire Such action shall

be subject to revierv and approval by the Ecclesiastical Authorily before

becoming effective.

SIGNATURES BELOW SHAI-I, SICNIFY MPROVAL OF THE DIOCESE OF NEW

HAMPSHIRE AND THE MFIRMATIVE VOTE OF TFIE MEMBERS OF S1', MARK'S

CI.IURCH.
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CLERK (Signatu re) DATE (Signature)



Father liulme:
A;."0 

"n 
our conversation of last week' I have adrled Rer'' Snow's amcndmont thsl was

rloteJ upon at the second session of the Annual [leeting' I have taken the liberly to

contlense the amendment anro r simPle stat€ment containing the €ssence of lhe amendment'

ii. 
""i""f 

wortling of Rev. Snow's amendment is "No more than one member of the

;is;;p's Committ; to be from a family linketl by marriage or blood or in-law

relationship".

J.D.B.



ST. MARK'S MISSTON
BISHOP'S COMMITTEE

STAGGERED TERM RECOMMENDATIONS

It is the recommendalion ofthe By Larvs Committee that the annual elections of I999 be

considered as those ofa newly formed Mission. For many years rve have becn operating under

the misconception that we are a parish, and as such, have elected a ten m€mber vestry' Now

that we are lo continue as a Mission with a seven member Bishop's Committee, and to
implemenl lhe stated objective that not more than three members of the Committee have terms

expire in the same year, we recommend the follo*rng:

A. The Senjor Warden shall be elected to the third year ofhis/her tenn, and may be

elecled to one additional term.

B. The Junior Warden shall be elected tothe first year ofhiVher term, and maybe
elected to to one additional term.

C. The Clerk shall be elected to the second year ofhisfter term, and may succeed

him/herself in office.

D. The Treasurer shall be elected to the first year ofhiVher term, and may succeed

him,fterself in oflice.

E. Member One shall be el€cted to the third year of hiVher term, and may be elected to

two additional terms.

F. Member Two shall be elected lo the second year of hiVher term, and may be elected

to one additional term.

G. Member Three shall be elected to lhe first year of hisfter term, and may be elected to

one additional term.
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Bvlaw Revision

9t tlarft'g Epiecopal Church Bylaw Revlaion

Bishop'8 Commltteo Election Prccess

The Bylaw revision for Article lll was approved at a speciel Parish meeting held on

September 30, 2012.

Be lt Resolvod that this special tvbeting of st. Mark's congregation, called in accordance

with the Bylaws of St. trib*'s Church and held on September 30, 2012, Adopt! the..changes

to the Bylaws of St. trlark's Chruch proposed and presented by the B-ishop's 9TT,{* d
tnis irleeting, to become effiecii\€ on the First Sunday of Advent, 2012 and to be fully

implemented at the 2013 Annual lvleeting of St. lvlark's Church.

APPROVED ARTICLE III

ARTICLE lll: THE BISHOP'S COMMITTEE

A The Bishop's committes shall consist of fn e elected lay members. Nominations and

Elections are for general membership on the Bishop's Committ€e. The Bishop's

Committee will appoint ftre specific positions for a period of one year until the ne)d annual

meeting. fhe five specific positions are four Ofiicers: Senior Warden, Junior Vlhrden' Cletk,

Treasuier, and one trtlember at Large. Appointments will be made at a meeting of newly

elected and remaining members of the Bishq's Committee immediately folloring tho Annual
lvbeting.

B. All Bishop's Commiftee lVlembers shall be elected for a term of three years, butfor no

mofe than two lerms in succesqion After sewing two conseoutiw temo' the lay member

may not seek nomination nor be appointed to a position created by a rncancy for a period d
one year.

Canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Nal Hampshhe. Flectbns
shall take place at the Annual [leethg of St. !la]k's Chutch. Elections to the Bishop's

Commfiee in any giwn year could nange hom zero to fi!'B depending on rcebnat'ons orCommittee in any giren year could renge fiom zero to fiv€ depending on n
vacancies created by other reasons' No aft€mpt should be madc to rcvise

thre€ years to balante the numbor of m€mbers to be elected in a future ye
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position will be confimed. The remaining members of the Bishop's committee may take netv

ioles at this time. The nerr mernber should be present at the meeting and may fill any open

peitkrn.

E. There shall be regular monthly meetings of the Bishop's cornmittee. A quorum shall

consist of a simple majority of membas of the Bbhop s commiftee. A schedule of Bbhop's
Cornmittee meeting str-all Ue pcted on the Church bulletin board. Any mernber of the
Congregation may-attend the meetings of the Bishop's Commiftee and will, with petmission

of the Chair, be granted voice but no \rotc.

For Reference, below is the prior r/ss:on of the ByLaw:

Prior Verglon of Bvlaw Ardcle lll

ARTICLE III: THE BISHOP,S COMMITTEE

A The Bishop's Corrmittee shall con$ist d se\ren elected lay membes. Senirr Warden,
Junior \Afarden, Glerk, Treasurer, and three other members of the congregation.

B. The Senior Warden shall be elected for a term of three yearc, but for no more that turo
terms in succession.

C. The Junior \A/arden shall be elec{ed for a te,m of thrce y€ars,
terms in succession.

but for no more then two

D. The Clerk shall be elec'ted for a term of tvo years, and may su@eed him/herself in
office-

E. The Treasurer shall be elected for a term of two years, and may succeed him/herself
in ofhce.

F. irembers at larye shall be elec{ed for a for no more than two
terms in succession.

G. All of the above, including trlembers deded at large, shall haw duties similar to thce
outlined and discharged by \&stry perso{l8 in parbhes as dderniined by the Constitution
and Canons of the Protstant Episcopal Church in the Diocsoe of NeuJ llampshire. Grms of
drce shatl be such that not more that three mernbers conclude their tems in a girren year.
Elections shall take place at theAnnual lvleeting of St. ilhft's Church.
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limitation.
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me€ting shall be posted on the church bultetin board. Any member of the Congregdion
may attend the rneetings of the Bbh@'s Cornmitte and will, with permission of the Chair, be
granted voice but no vde.


